\ 1 I 

\-  n j 

;\x  .>  ■ / ! ■ 

17 


A' 


L ; ■ f\  . 

m 

' i ;•  • | 

r ' ' V,K '' ' ’ ' ~ | 

L i 

■ v;  v 

M 

Senrwry.  The  3oo  Lao  Hak  Sat(KLHH)  Headquarter!  published  a weekly 
bulletin  which  contained  photographs  and  resumes  of  Aasrlcans  captured  by 
the  Pathot  Uo(7U.  Such  prisoners  ware  allegedly- turned  over  to  the  ’ 
Sorth  Viet  none  aa  and  sent  to  Hanoi.  As  of  early  1971  a,  PL  prison  was 
allegedly  still  located  at  San  (vlllc-e)  gcum.  about  six  kilometers  cape 
of  the  KLHS  Suprcr.c  Hc.-.drn.rters  «t  *»'■>•»¥  Sag  ttcua  Province. 

Laos.  As  at  April  1959  the  prison  held  approxlatstely- 800  prisoners. -They  *' 
were  all  Lao  or  Thai  and  no  Americans  were  known  to  be  Incat jereted  there. 


vere  all  Iao  or  Thai  and  no  vacgjfca°gn  to  be  incatjeratcd  there.  . 

Snd  Sumaaxy.  * ■ _7  ..  . «>.•; . ...... 

1.  A weekly  bulletin  prepared  by  the  office  of  Uao  Lao  Jlak  Sat(tlLUS) 
official  Kays  one  Shoovihane  contained  photographs  of  .American  - ■*■'  — 

prisoners  who  had  been  eaptured  by  the  Pa  the  t LaotSL)  and  t brief  reetaae 
listing  each  prisoner's  Bane,  rank,  date  and  place  of 

photographs  of  ell  documentation  found  on  his  person. 

said  he  saw  copies  of  the  bulletins  during  the  course  onai  daily  vor 
Be  estimated  that  between  1966  end.  late  1969-hc__aaw  photography  of  sene  30 
Aaerlcan  prisoners  In  the  bulletins.  In  late  1959  his  section  ves  reorgan- 
ised and  he  no  longer  received  copies  of  the  'bulletin.  He  could  not  recall 
sett*  or  details  of  the  Aaerlcan  prisoners1,  he  did  not  personally  see  or. 
bear  of  any  Americans  at  the  PL  orison  located  at  San  ftusOB  but 

had  heard  that  all  'Aaerlcan*  eaptured  by  the  PL  ware  turned  over  to  the 
north  Vietnamese  and  sent  to  Hanoi. 

. 2.  During  e meeting  between  senior  IILRS  and  Kortli  Vie  tar.r-.es  c officials, 

including 'Hoang  Van  Thai  and  supreme  Censander  of  .torch  Viacna=esa  Assy 
(KVA)  forces  is  L-sos -Major  General  Tran  3 o,  at  Kao  Lao  Hek  Satti.LHS^  Supreme 
Headquarters  in  aid-1959,  ths  Korea  Vie  enartas'd  “Vice  shown  copies  of  "the  bulletins 
on  tha  Americas  prisoners  captured"  by  the  PL.  Such  high-level- nee  tings  of 
5L11S  cad  north  Vietnamese  officials 'were  held  about  _ once  every  three 
CoBccnt .flMBMnuas  not  knowledgeable  of  ths  Besting 
agundas  K vacther  the  officials  were  specifically  interested  in  thh  AacTTcan 
prisoners.) 


3.  As  of  April  1969  a prison  ennp  containing  about  COO  prisoners  was 

located  at  Bon  Peun,  about  six  kilometers  Geras)  east  of  the'ILHS  Supreme  ■/ 
Headquarters  at  Bi~.  7<hkay  Keua(VH  1955).  in  Sam  Keua  Province,  loop.  The  / 
cauip,  which  was  abcut  l,0C0  meters  long  and  SCO  meters  wide, was  located  / 
in  dense,  jungle  and  could  not  be  seen  from  the  air.  In  early  1971  KLKS 
Headquarters  officials  said  that  the  prison  was  still  in.  existence*  * - 

4.  ^■■^Cosocnt.  holdings  contain 

no  infora-Vtian  on  e camp  located  at  Sen  Pc  jo.  Analysis  Of  &2  J)c  tahex^tCTI? *** 

^Pwt^BfiSjjPpould  not  confirm  a prison  e.u:p  or  a village  at  VH  257564.  The  . - 

reported  arts  is  within  an  area  which -once  was  cultivated  but  which  has  been  • 
covered  ''¥  secondary  growth  vegetation.  Other  villages  in  the  area,  as  . • 
depicted  an  nap  sheet  5549-1  at  VH  241557,  Vd  243576  and  VH  231575,  were 
abandoned,  n~--avar,  scattered  huts  'wsru  Inca  tea  in  nearby  rice  paddies.  .. 

^*5Vg3gl^ buildings  vere  lose  at  VH  246377.  *H= 

precluded  a core  accurate  determination  cf  the  tusbar  of  '7-* 

buildings  or  their  function.)  -~.:r  .-,  - --  . -v'7  v - • . 

: . , _ „ ..  .•  - 
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*5.  A 200-man  TL  security  force  txraid  with  plstols.AX-47  rtf let  "'sad  -•?>-! 

3-40  roctot.  grenade  launchers  guarded  the  prison.  Small  patrols  cheeked 
four  Co  five  fcs  area  surrounding  the  prison  he  tween  0400*0000  hours  each  ?~fV 
-morning  and  1300-14.00  hours  each  afternoon.  ?our  gates  led  Into  the  prison, /- 
each  of  which  was  manned  by  one  guard  during  the  day  end  two  guards  at  night.  . j- 
The  guard  force  changed  hourly  during  the  day  and  every  two  hours  during  the 
night.  An-  estimated  eight  to  twelve  37m  antiaircraft  guns  were  also  located  •.  , 

around  the  prison  ccgolcx . Atj  alarm  hell  was  sounded  whcneverv^Mraft  ap«  v-; 

proachcd  the  area'.'  flHHHccrstent.  According  to  ctulysli^-^ea^tgNW^syif^'  ^r 
kBAfftiiH&fetO  the  mearestr  antiaircraft  artillery! AAA)  positions  Included 
five  37ns  MA  sites  in  the  general  vicinity  of  VII  1957.)” 

' hio  unidentified  KVA  volunteer  battalions (bns)  were  located  at 

‘2ha  (noun tain)  Dan»(va  2255)  and  ware  capable  of  acting  as  e reaction  force 
if  the  camp  were  attacked.  The  613th  SL  Mobile  Infantry  Bn  was  located 
la  the  Huonghica{lT.I  3021)  area,  about  100' kas  west -southwest  of  the  prison,  < 
but  on  occasion  it  operated  In  the  general  proximity  of  the  prison.  The 
prison  *~a  commanded  by  PL  Major  Boos  Phoamahaxai , • former  PL  general  . 
who -had  been  Supreme*  Commander  of  PL  forces  and  e deputy  to  Kaysone  — : * ’--..S 

Pboavihanco  Boua  had  been  demoted  because  ofadul  terou*  behavior.  Bis  ' 

deputy  was  S 1 n,  * a i Mahoseuk.  .... 

7.  The  approximately  800  prisoners  In  the  camp  In  1969  were  composed  '.  ~r - 
of  Leo  end  Thai  nationals  and  were  divided  Into  four  categories.  There  vere 
no  known  American  prisoners  incarcerated  in  the  camp. 

e.  Category  1 prisoners  consisted  of  captured  toyal  Lao  Government  ' . 

(hL5l  irregular  forces  trained  to  operate  as  snail  teaes  in  the  rear -areas 
of  PL -controlled  territory,  captured  Thai  seldlprs  who  refused  to  cooperate 
with  the  7L,  and  persons  suspected  of  being  2LC  Intelligence  agents.  These 
mixipuc  security  prisoners  were  held  in  underground  cells,  were  fed  a small 
portion  of  rice  once  daily,  were  not  allowed  Co  bathe  and  ware  not  provided 
Kscicnl  cnrc.Thcy'wcre  kept  ra. vie  led  at  all  tiues.  - ... 

h.  Category  11  was  composed  of  those  prisoners  from  Category  1 who 
had  repented  and  who  cooperated  with  the  PL.  They  were  held  separately  la 
the  rear  section  of  a cave  located  on  the  prison  grounds.  They  were  fed  e 
moderate  amount  of  rice  twice  daily  which  was  sometimes  supplemented  frith  • 
locally  grown  vegetables  and  canned  meat  obtained  from  Worth  Vietnam.  - 


a.  Category  171  consisted  of  persons  a Tested  for  minor  crimes  and' 
those  prisoners  from  Category  11  who  the  PL  felt  had  been  rehabilitated. 

They  were  kept  in  the  forward  section  of  the  seme  cave  which  held  Category  ' ' 
11  prisoners.  The  treatment  of  Category  11  and  111  prisoners  was  very  . 
similar. 


-c.  - Category  IV  was  th*  largest  category,,  consisting  ef  about  600  - ... 
SIC  soldiers  who  were  captured  on  the  tha  BactTH  3582)  battlefield  In  1968.  - 
They  were  quartered  ir  small  Leo-stylc  buildings  scattered  about  the 
prison  grounds  and  were  allowed  to  leave  the  coop  perimeter  on  work  details.  * ' 
Ihcywere  treated  otherwise  nuch  the  Sijae  as  those  In  Categories  11  and  111.--' 
P^^ySCoisx>nt.  There  have  been  many  reports  Chat  prisoners  taken  at  Haa  - ■ 
Bee  were  taken  to  the  Sam  ifeua  area.  These  prisoners  were  used  on  road*  ' '. 

construction  and  as  coolies,  end  some^ware  incorporated  Into  Keuanist  tSV-'ui 
aattaliams.  iLsat  of  taa' reporting,  however,  indicated  that  this;  pri sonars 
wore  kept  In  tha  Rang  LongiVH  1262)  vicinity.)  ...  : - - 

6.  Field  Sissem.  State  Army  .Air  CIITCPAC  A17AC  PACAF  PACFLT  HACV  IthAP 
7/13 th  AP  TPA/SXP  -7th 
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